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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections 

Claim 19 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 19 reads 
"information base on the user information" and should read "information based on the 
user information". Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 1-6, 8-16, and 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Fano (US 2005/0091118) in view of Erickson (US 6,014,644). 



Regarding claim 8, Fano teaches: 

providing a computer network (see at least: [0038]; [0176]; FIG. 10A); 

providing a database connected to the computer network wherein the database 
includes merchant information associated with the merchant and further wherein the 
merchant information includes the location of the merchant within the multi-dealer retail 
establishment (see at least: [0009]; [0028]; FIG. 27). The Examiner notes that the PDA 
device works in conjunction with the GPS system to display the physical location of the 
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user on a map of the mall (multi-detail retailer establishment) the user is currently in. 
The map further displays merchant location and destination information. It is thereby 
inherent that a database exist containing map and location information for the 
merchants in the mall in order to display such information on the display of the PDA or 
other similar device; 

inputting a product list of the merchant into the merchant information in the 
database wherein the product list includes item information associated the item offered 
for sale by the merchant (see at least: [0178]). 

providing a display a first access to the database for viewing the merchant 
information of the merchant in the database via the computer network (see at least: 
[0282]; [0288]; FIG. 27); 

searching the product list in the merchant information based on the item 
information associated with the item (see at least: [0284]; [0288]; FIG. 27). The 
Examiner notes that the search is automatically done by the system in order to display 
products of interest to the user based on product information input by the user that 
matches the information in the product information in the database; 

determining the location of the merchant in the multi-dealer retail establishment 
based on the merchant information associated with the item information in the product 
list (see at least: [0288]; FIG. 27). 

Fano, however, does not show a single database containing both location 
information and product information for a merchant. Erickson teaches a system and 
method for facilitating communication between multiple buyers and suppliers in which a 
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database contains information on a number of buyers and suppliers (see at least: 
abstract). Erickson differs from Fano in that Erickson provides a single database for 
storing merchant information as opposed to two or more databases (see at least: col. 3, 
lines 31-42). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have modified the invention of Fano to have included a single database 
containing merchant information as taught by Erickson in order to provide rapid access 
to desired information (see at least: Erickson, col. 3, lines 31-42). 

Regarding claim 9, Fano further discloses wherein the computer network is the 
Internet (see at least: [0075]; [0154]; [0197]). 

Regarding claim 10, Fano further discloses wherein the first access to the 
database is wireless (see at least: [0176]; FIG. 10A and 17). 

Regarding claim 11, Fano further discloses providing a remote server and 
storing the database on the remote server (see at least: FIG. 10A, 17, 24-25). 

Regarding claim 12, Fano teaches all of the above and further teaches inputting 
product list as part of merchant information (see at least: [0178]). Fano, however, does 
not teach a second access to the database for modifying the merchant information in 
the database via the computer network. Erickson teaches providing access to the 
database to both buyers and suppliers/vendors (i.e. a first and second access). Vendors 
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may enter information in the database to allow potential buyers to identify various 
products or services of interest. Additionally, submitted information may be updated as 
often as the buyer or supplier/vendor wishes (see at least: col. 3, lines 14-30). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to have 
modified the invention of Fano to have included providing a second access to the 
database as taught by Erickson in order to allow suppliers to access and update 
submitted in order to maintain currency (see at least: col. 3, lines 29-30). 

Regarding claim 13, Fano further discloses wherein the first access is from a 
remote computer terminal with respect to the database (see at least: FIG. 10A and 17). 

Regarding claim 14, Fano further discloses providing a password for accessing 
the merchant information in the database via the computer system (see at least: [0210]; 
FIG. 20) 

Regarding claim 15, Fano further discloses wherein the first access to the 
database is a computer website on the computer network wherein the computer website 
is remote with respect to the database (see at least: [0171]-[0173]; FIG. 20-23). 

Regarding claim 16, Fano further discloses displaying the location of the 
merchant in the multi-dealer establishment on a map wherein the map is associated 
with the multi-dealer retail establishment (see at least: [0284]; [-288]; FIG. 27). 
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Regarding claim 18, Fano further discloses wherein the item information 
includes geographical information associated with the item information for sale by the 
merchant (see at least: [0282]; [0286]; [0288]; FIG. 27). 

Regarding claim 19, Fano further discloses inputting user information into the 
database via the computer system wherein the user information is associate with the 
user (see at least: [0182]-[0185]; [0265]-0266]; [0284]); and 

searching the product list in the merchant information based on the user 
information (see at least: [0288]). The Examiner notes that the system searches the 
merchant databases for inputted items of interest. 

Regarding claims 1-6, the language of claims 1-6 closely parallels that of claims 
8-9, 11-12, 14 and 16. Claims 1-6 are thereby analyzed and rejected under the same 
rationale. 

2. Claims 7 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Fano (US 2005/0091118) in view of Erickson (US 6,014,644), as applied to 
claims 1-6, 8-16, and 18-19, and in further view of Ling (US 20020002538). 

Fano and Erickson teach all of the above as noted and further teach entering 
product information into the database (see at least: Fano, [0179]; [0202]). Fano and 
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Erickson, however, do not teach downloading an image into the item infonnation of the 
item in the database via the computer network wherein the image is associated with the 
product. Ling teaches a system and method for electronic purchases. Ling additionally 
teaches a product database containing product information including product images, 
descriptions, stock available, etc. (see at least: [0076]). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the invention of Fano and Erickson to 
have included downloading item images associated with items in a database as taught 
by Ling in order to provide information useful for handling web-based sales of products 
and services (see at least: Ling, [0076]). 

Regarding claim 7, the language of claim 7 closely parallels that of claim 17. 
Claim 7 is analyzed and rejected on the same rationale. 

3. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fano (US 2005/0091118) in view of Erickson (US 6,014,644), as applied to claims 
1-6, 8-16, and 18-19, and in further view of Schuller et al. (US 2001/0047250, herein 
referred to as Schuller). 

Regarding claim 20, Fano and Erickson teach all of the above as noted and 
further teach entering merchant information including product offerings into a database 
(see at least: Fano [0178]). Additionally, the system of Fano informs users of the 
availability of items of interest in surrounding stores (see at least: Fano, abstract; 
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[0286]). Fano and Erickson, however, do not teach inputting inventory of the merchant 
into the database via the computer system wherein the inventory is associated with the 
product list of the merchant and further wherein the inventory includes the item for sale 
and modifying the inventory of the merchant via the computer system. Schuller teaches 
a system for viewing and purchasing structural and decorative materials. The system 
includes a database containing vendor information such as product prices, stock 
availability (i.e. inputted inventory of the vendor), location, etc. The system also provides 
for updated (i.e. modified) inventory information (see at least: abstract; [0049]). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to have 
modified the invention of Fano and Erickson to have included inputting and modifying 
inventory information as taught by Schuller in order to offer a user in a geographic 
location a list of stores where desired purchases can be made (see at least: [0049]). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• US 6,615,184 to Hicks discloses a system for uploading supplier information 
including products and services to a server. 

• US 5,895,454 to Harrington discloses a method for conducting sales in a 
networked computer environment including uploading vendor information into a 
database 
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• 6,101 ,485 to Fortenberry et al. discloses a method for selling items electronically 
including providing images of desired products 

• 6,304,855 to Burke discloses a system for generating representation of store 
shelves including product package images 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William J. Allen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1443, The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wynn W. Coggins can be reached on (571) 272-7159. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

William J. Allen 
Patent Examiner 
December 1 1 , 2005 




